Turn 24, Strategic Considerations
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The German Panzers are being withdrawn from their most exposed positions exceptin the deep south,

where they have continued to attack throughout the turn. The German attacks are ending, and the sceneis
changing. Nextturn, the blizzard will arrive!

Axis VP stand at 197.



The North

Situational assessment

In the north, the front is completely static. The Germans ar econtinuing to construct Fortified Regions, and

by now some of the sectorsouth of Lake IImen has been built up. The German frontis steadily fortifying
and ifl am goingto breakit, | have to do so before it gets too strong.

In the air, it seems the Luftwaffe has either run out of Bf109E-3’s or else turned reinforcements off for their
fightersinthe north. The result has beenthat there are only 30 functional single seat fighters available to

protect the German bombers, whichincludesome 96Ju87’s. A temptingtarget, evenif there are plenty of
Luftwaffe AA regiments protecting the Luftwafffe airfields.

Planning

My main focus of this turn will be toinflictlosses on the Luftwaffe before launching my main attack next
turn. | plan to bomb both Luftwaffe bases with aircraft on them and also to conduct steady attacks on the



German infantry north of Lake IiImen. To help inthis, | can use the airbase filled with Yak-1's | set up at the
Northwestern Frontlast turn.

South of Lake IImen, | will conduct a few attacks, trying to break some of the German Fortified zones here.
If that causesthe Germansto considerthisalikelyareafora major Soviet offensive, thenthatisjustfine by
me.

Execution

| began my airattacks bby bombingthe local German infantry with my Northwestern Front airforces, as |
wantedto save the IL-2's for the following airfield attacks, and | also wanted to disrupt as much of the
Germanfightereffortinthe upcomingairfield battles. At the end of those attacks, the Germans had lost
foursingle seatfightersto 22 Soviets ones (mainly MiG-3’s). However, counting damaged aircraft, the
Germanfighterforcesinthe area were by now down to 14 operational Bf109E-3’s.

| then proceeded with afull scale IL-2 attack against the southernmost airfield (I was not sure, if those
aircraft hadjust arrived). The firstattack | bungled by clicking Ctrl instead of Shift, not allowing me to
actually select the forces involved, resultinginthe loss of five Soviet aircraft. The second attack can be seen
below:
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| then follwed with attacks on the northern airfield. Atthe end of those attacks, the aircraftlosses were as
follows:341L-2’s, 27 Pe-2's,17 MiG-3’s, 5 LaGG-3’s and 6 Yak-1's for 7 Bf109E-3’s, 1 Bf109F-4, 6Ju87B'’s, 5
JU87D-1’s and 5 Ju88 A’s.

The attacks south of Lake Imen were successful, and | have left my units stacked, so it appear| am getting
ready for a full scale attackin this area.



The Center




Situational assessment

In the center, the German Panzers are being pulled off the front and back towards theirwinterbases. The
German lines are poorly fortified, and the section of the front strecthing north from Bryansk (where | am

goingto attack), is looking very weak indeed. With the coming of the blizzard, | estimate a halving of the
GermandefensiveCV’sinthe area.

The Luftwaffe seemsto be absentstill, giving me some good opportunities for continued bombing attacks
againstthe German infantry atthe front.

| cannot help butto be amazed at the strength of some of the units setto attack. One Tank division has a
CV of eight, containingsome 203 T-34’s, 59 KV-1'sand 54 OT-130's. | do not thinkthat| have everfielded a
unitthat strong before decemberog 1941 inany game | have played as the Soviets.

Planning

Onthe ground, | planto do a few attacks this turn. The attacks will be spread out along the front, and the

main purpose of themisto convince the Germans that the coming attack will not be a concentrated
breakthrough effort, but ratherageneral attack all overtheline.

As part of the attack, | will have to rememberto attack one of the breakthrough hexes this turn, asits
fortification level is now 0+90%. | do not wish to risk a strengthening of the German lines before next turn.
East of Kursk, | will begin stackingsome of my unitsin orderto make it appear | am goingto attack in this
area nextturn.

In the air, | will continue to bomb everything that|can, not giving away the position of my comingattack in
the process.

Execution

At Moscow, my movements have mainly been to stack up my unitsina Maskirovka effortin orderto
convince the Germans that a major attack is underway inthis area. | have decided to wait one more turn
before movingthe remaining Western Front forces into position forthe attacks. The reason forthisis that
the German line | will be attackingis very weak, and the forces | have at hand already should be more than
up forthe task. If | start pouring more troopsintothat area, the Germans might also decide to strengthen
it, with unpredictable results.

Below isan image of my maskirovka setup at Moscow. | am curiousto see if it works.






The South
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Situational Assessment

In south, the Germans have pulled their Panzers back from the attack south of Kursk. Thisis bad, but
expected, news to me, asthat means theyonly have a short distance to go before arrivingin the area of my
southern pincerforthe coming Kursk offensive. If that happens, the offensive will probably not be able to
reach its strategicobjectives, but will instead end up giving casualties to the German Panzers overthe
winter.

In the area northwest of Kharkov where | will attack next turn, the Germans have taken Sumy. Apart from

that, the German lines are still relatively weakly fortified, butitis strongerlooking than the area where the
northern pincerwill attack.

Around Dnepropetrovsk, it seems | will have an opportunity foranimpromptu attack nextturn, where |

might be able to encircle the forces inside the city by attacking across the frozen river on eitherside of the
city.

In the deep south, the German Panzers are continuing to move forward, butl am unable to see what the
putpose of the attacks is. While they may encircle som Soviet units against the coast, they willthen have to

hold the line and destroy those units during the blizzard. They will have to do this while also holding out
againstthe Soviet relief attacks that will be coming fromthe north.

Planning

Once again, | will do some attacks across the front, partly aimed at disrupting German fortification
construction. Of more importance is retaking Sumy. I do not wish to have that city in German hands whenl|
launch my own attack nextturn.

In the deep south, I will try to establish as good a close up defense against further german attacks as| can. |

half expectthe Germans to start pulling back throughthe blizzard, and whenthey do I wantit to cost them
as much as possible.

In the air, | will continue tobombthe Germaninfantry as best| can.
Execution
| have retaken Sumy and conducted a series of bombing attacks against the German infantry.

In the far south, | have routed a couple of Rumanian Cavalry brigades and | will stand my groundin the face
of the German Panzers. If they wish to attack duringthe blizzard, they are very welcome todo so.



Conclusion

This phase, Axis ground losses are 3927 soldiers, 199 guns and three AFV. Sovietlosses are 5539 men, 54

gunsand 44 AFV.The Germans have also lost two Fortified Zones. Inthe air, the Axis has lost 32 aircraft
againsta total of 157 Sovietones. Inotherwords, losses have beenlight.

| expectthatto change nextturn.



